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What can you do ?

Be Educated

Be Involved

Be Willing

Believe

Your voice matters, the more people unite and 

become active in the community, the more 
positive results can occur for the 

environment.
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DPZ Mission

To create collaborative, innovative plans and 
implement strategies that effectively address 
growth and redevelopment challenges, in 
order to enhance Howard County’s high quality 
of life, prosperity and stewardship of our 
natural and cultural resources.
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CHESAPEAKE BAY RESTORATION & STATE REGULATIONS
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Planning and Zoning is…

Two-fold:
- External: Community Outreach
- Internal: Plan Review
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External: Meetings, 
Community Input, Grants, 

Master Planning, Non-
profits, Incentives, 

Listening, Educating…
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External Site Visits: Historic Documentation, Zoning Violation 
Inspections, Environmental Features Verification…
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DPZ in George Howard Building

in Ellicott City at 3430 Courthouse Drive

8



Intake Process of Plans
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DPZ Divisions & Roles

 Land Development (DLD) 
 Receive and distribute all plan applications, development plan review for 

compliance, enforce environmental protection regulations

 Development Engineering (DED)
 Review all plans pertaining to site design of roads, storm drainage, stormwater 

management and utilities, floodplains, water and sewer

 Research
 Track development, GIS and maps, statistics, reporting, administer APFO 

 Zoning
 Code enforcement and violations, front counter and permitting, zoning 

administration, uses, variances, zoning map amendment petitions

 Comprehensive & Community Planning (DCCP)
 Countywide initiatives, small area plans, review projects for compliance with design 

guidelines, master plans, public engagement

 Resource Conservation (RCD)
 Environmental planning, agricultural land preservation, historic preservation
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DPZ Board Oversight

 Planning Board- DPZ Director

 Historic Preservation Commission- RCD

 Cemetery Preservation Advisory Board- RCD

 Design Advisory Panel- DLD

 Agricultural Preservation Board- OCS
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Plans reviewed by RCD:

 Sites with historic cemeteries

 Sites with historic resources

 Exterior Alt in historic districts

 Green Neighborhoods

 Agricultural Easements
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DPZ Reviews Subdivision Plans For:

 Lot, Road and Site Layout

 Zoning Regulations

 Environmental Impacts

 Landscaping & Landscape 
Manual

 Forest Conservation Act      
Compliance

 Scenic Road Guidelines

 Cemetery & Historic   
Preservation

 Storm Water Management

 Adequate Public Facilities
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What is DPZ doing to Protect the Environment

 Watershed Management

 Environmental Regulations 

 Forest Conservation

 Land Preservation 

 Green Neighborhoods

 Green Infrastructure
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Watershed Management

 Watershed Restoration Action Strategies

 Little Patuxent & Lower Patapsco Rivers

 Subwatershed studies

 Regional Reservoirs Protection

 Baltimore & Patuxent Reservoirs

 Chesapeake Bay WIPs

 Group Efforts

 Patuxent River Commission

 Baltimore Metropolitan Council
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PlanHoward 2030
Major Wastersheds
Map 3-1
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Environmental Regulations Protection

 Sensitive Areas
 Floodplains

 Streams & buffers

 Wetland & buffers

 Steep slopes

 Resources
 Open Space

 Forest Conservation

 Stormwater Management

 Landscaping

 Scenic Roads

 Enforcement
 Construction: DPW

 Postconstruction: DRP
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Forest Conservation Manual
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Forest Conservation Manual
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Preservation of the Rural West

 Support a diversified agricultural industry

 Invest in farmland preservation

 Improve the design of rural residential growth
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Rural West Preservation
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Rural West Preservation Map22
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Green Neighborhood Program

 Voluntary program to encourage 
more sustainable development

 Housing allocations as an incentive

 Site and Home criteria – protect 
sensitive areas and conserve 
resources
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Green Neighborhood
Program



Green Neighborhood 
Program
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Green Infrastructure Network
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Howard County
Draft Green Infrastructure 

& Protected Land
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Howard County
Draft Green Infrastructure 

& Protected Land
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31

Wildlife
Crossings
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Cemetery Preservation Advisory Board
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Historic Preservation Commission
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Historic Preservation Commission
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37

Repairs & 
Mitigation



Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=WCxFwv56gWc%3d&portalid=0
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 Initiated in 2017

 Adopted Dec 7, 2020

 Implementation occurring



Courthouse Complex
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Planning-and-

Zoning/Community-Planning/Ellicott-City-Courthouse
..
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https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Planning-and-Zoning/Community-Planning/Ellicott-City-Courthouse


EC250.com
..
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General Plans

General Plan 2000 had 5 points or themes:
 Community Conservation and Enhancement

 Preservation of the Rural West

 Balanced and Phased Growth

 Responsible Regionalism

 Working with Nature

PlanHoward 2030:
Focus is on Sustainability 

 Environment

 Economy

 Community

2020 launches new General Plan
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General Plan History- It’s time to plan

1960
Plan to 

prevent/solve 

problems 

1971
Guide 

growth to 

planned 

service area

1982
Establish 

conservation 

district 

1990
Establish new 

growth 

management 

tools

2000
Manage 

growth + intro. 

sustainability

2012
Manage 

sustainable 

growth



Hocobydesign.com
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Hocobydesign.com



Source: Howard County DPZ, 2012.

RC

RR

RC

PSA

Rural West

2000 
service 
boundary
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MILES
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Current Land Use Stats
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Challenges

 Oversight above and beyond DPZ

 Limited Funding

 Varied Values

 Lack of Support or Unified Plan

 Do people want to share resources?

 Do people do not want to be told what to do?
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Challenges
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Challenges
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Challenges
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Strive for Better Designs
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Strive for Better Designs
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Challenges in Green Designs

56

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisg8WOxcbLAhWGMz4KHSY2Dc8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wilmingtonnc.gov%2Fnews%2F2015%2F05%2F06%2Fcottage-housing-developments&psig=AFQjCNFModm6Im7Tov73sKx6zTU9-YpMRA&ust=1458263454930187
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHhZusx8bLAhXJaT4KHQmVC7QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwald360.com%2Fstefano-boeris-vertical-forest-nears-completion-in-milan%2F&bvm=bv.117218890,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGgGIhNJBb4MAKOmqpGOYFPxZx7pg&ust=1458264094193263


Challenges
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Challenges
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Challenges in 
saving County’s 
Historic Resources
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Challenges in 
saving County’s 
Historic Resources



Challenges
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Resources: www.howardcountymd.gov



HOWARD COUNTY EXECUTIVE
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HOWARD COUNTY COUNCIL
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Click: Departments;  Click: Planning and Zoning

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments
/Planning-and-Zoning
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Online Resources: Interactive Map

https://data.howardcountymd.gov/InteractiveMap.html#
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Online Resources: Interactive Map

https://data.howardcountymd.gov/InteractiveMap.html#
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Online Resources: Interactive Map

https://data.howardcountymd.gov/InteractiveMap.html#
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Online Resources; Map Gallery:
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Online Resources; Map Gallery:
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Online Resources; Municode
https://www.municode.com/library/md/howard_county
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Plan Howard Academy

Past Courses:
• Fall 2017
• Spring 2018
• Winter 2019
• Fall 2019

2020 Schedule Cancelled due to 
Covid-19 closures.
Focus for 2021 is HoCo By Design
General Plan Update.
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• Build relationships with planning staff;

• Be better informed about county planning efforts; 

• Learn about the land development process; 

• Become ambassadors to educate and inform 
neighbors; 

• Learn how to access information through DPZ’s 
interactive map and use web-based tools; and

• Become part of an informed network of citizens 
who understand their role in planning and 
development decisions. 

Plan Howard Academy Goals
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https://www.howardcountymd.gov/PlanningAcademy



For  mor e  inf or mat ion:

H ow ar d Count y  D e par t me nt  of  P l anni ng  &  Z oni ng

ht t ps : / / w w w. how ar dcount y md. g ov / D e par t me nt s / Plan ni ng -
and- Z oni ng

B e t h B ur g e s s ,  R e s our ce  Cons e r v at ion D iv i s ion,  Chie f

4 1 0 - 3 1 3 - 4 3 4 1

bbur g e s s @how ar dcount y m d. g ov

Thank You!
☺


